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APA-MA Board Meeting Minutes

Friday, June 27, 2008
Northborough Town Hall  
Board Members Present: Steve Sadwick, Angus Jennings, Glenn Garber, Paul Materazzo, Sabine Prather. 
1. 
Call to Order

2.
Approval of May 16, 2008 Minutes- Tabled until quorum is present.
3. Old Business
a)
Zoning Reform Task Force
G. Garber brought up the point that those involved with the Zoning Reform Working Group believe that there should be a greater presence of municipal planners at the Task Force. While the Task Force legislation is being drafted this summer, the Working Group is also looking at some minor revisions to the CPA II. There needs to be a more aggressive approach to reviewing the proposed Land Use Partnership Act and how it does or does not meet with universal land use reform. MMA will most likely support LUPA because of the opt-in nature, and any revisions of the CPA II need to be mindful of the MMA’s concerns of home rule. The Task Force would be well served by a Western Mass. Representative that could articulate impacts of the proposed legislation outside of the 128/495 beltway. Those present agreed that the proposed additions to the LUPA should be posted on the website.

b)
MACP Reinvigorating Funding for Planning 
A. Jennings and S. Sadwick discussed Larry Koff’s document regarding reinvigorating funding for planning in Massachusetts. Sadwick explained the outcome of the meeting with DHCD and that they were looking to the those outside of government to press for more funding. Larry will be working on setting up a meeting with Greg Bialecki to discuss this further. 
c)
Advertising Policy 
Those present discussed the distributed draft advertising policy that was distributed by Sean Bender. The group discussed location on the website/ newsletter. It was noted that we still need to achieve a better graphic presentation on the website. 
d)
Land Use Manager

S. Sadwick brought up the issue that Don Schmidt has given clearance for this to be on the website. In discussing the matter further, those present pointed out that any archiving is only as good as the ability to index and search. There was also a question as to the timeliness of the information. It was recommended to table this for further discussion. 

4.
New Business

a) Rail Volution Mail List Usage 
Those present acknowledged the June 19, 2008 correspondence from the EOT regarding the use of the chapter mailing list for outreach support the Rail-Volution 2008 and 2009. The recommendation was to allow for the use of the mailing list for these events. 


b) Cosponsor Western MA Smart Growth Event
S. Prather explained the planning for a  smart growth event in Western MA with PVPC. Those present recommended that we support this event as a cosponsor. Anticipate more details to follow.

c) Four Schools + APA Symposium

The June 16th email from Peter Lowitt was discussed. The symposium will occur sometime in the fall. 

d) House Bill 3673 – Those present supported the transportation infrastructure revolving fund bill.

e) House Bill 1257- It was noted that this bill does not address accessory apartments as affordable housing production. 

f) House Bill 1770- It was not expected that this bill would make it through the legislature this year, but it should be closely monitored. Those present opposed this bill. Sadwick will send a letter of opposition on behalf of the Chapter.
g) Misc. Items-  Carol Thomas contacted Peter L. and Steve S. about utilizing the special grant fund for a project that she is working on. Those present felt that we should find the guidelines of the special project fund and consider either following the guidelines or revising them. A. Jennings reported that MACP is looking for a link off of our website. We will double check to make sure that a link exists. 

5.
Reports

a. Legislative
b. Treasurer

c. PDO
d. CPTC

e. MAPD

f. Regional Representatives

g. Student Representatives

h. Committees

i. University Liaisons
6)
Other Announcements

7)
Next Meeting Date
Meeting adjourned at 11:45.  

