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APA-MA Board Meeting Minutes

Friday, April 18, 2008
Plymouth Town Hall  
Board Members Present: Steve Sadwick, Peter Lowitt, Chris Kluchman, Marc Rousseau, Sean Bender, Bob Mitchell, Tom Bott, Tom Broadrick, Steve Costello
1. Approval of March 21, 2008 Minutes-

MOTION- Peter Lowitt made a motion to approve the March 21, 2008 APA-MA Board Meeting Minutes with the correction of removing Tom Bott from Board Members Present; seconded by Sean Bender; approved unanimously. 

2. New Business-

a) Bruce Werner- Financial Planner
K. Kluchman introduced Bruce Werner who has been managing the chapter’s investments for the last few years. Bruce addressed the Board via conference call. He believes that money market certificates were the best idea for the existing $25,000 that the Board has. The stock certificates have been cashed out over the last 11 months. A six month CD is currently yielding a 3% return where as a money market is at approximately 2%. There was a suggestion of laddering CD’s and expirations. 

MOTION- Peter Lowitt made a motion to authorize the Treasurer to approximately $20-23,000 in 12 month certificates of deposit; Marc Rousseau seconded; approved unanimously. 

b) Conference Proceeds 

Peter Lowitt mentioned that in the past the Special Projects Fund was to be used for directed research purposes. The Board agreed to table the discussion until we have the opportunity to hear from Bob Mitchell regarding the National Conference costs. Bob will discuss this matter with Las Vegas planners at the Conference. Student scholarships for the Boston National Conference was mentioned as a potential use of the funds. 

c) APA Golf Tournament 
S. Costello reminded the Board that last year’s event raised $2300 and that we have the opportunity for an incremental increase. Steve Costello handed out a draft flyer that has been prepared. The 2nd Annual Golf Tournament will be on Friday, September 15, 2008 at the Bay Pointe Country Club in Onset, MA. While there were problems with Paypal last year, we will attempt to have on line registration. Sean Bender explained that a notice could show up on the front page of the website, so long as it is a blog that is saved and the attachment function is used after the blog is saved. The notice can also go out as a special message. 

d) Framework for Zoning Reform
S. Sadwick had mentioned that NAIOP and others don’t appear to be any closer to accepting the framework as they were to accepting CPA II. B. Mitchell believes that there is still room for acceptance. B. Mitchell reported that MARPA will be presenting at the 4/29 Task Force meeting. At the previous Task Force meeting, OSRD was presented along with energy information. It was agreed by many at the Task Force meeting that the energy information is not closely related to zoning reform and still needs more work. The main issues of the Framework is as follows:

1- For Opt-in communities zoning of  1 acre or more would require mandatory by-right cluster subdivision

 
2- There would be a set aside percentage for open space

3- Density bonuses for affordable housing would be included

S. Sadwick reminded the Board that the next Zoning Reform Working Group meeting is scheduled for May 7, 2008. 

e) RTAC Representative
S. Sadwick went over the list of potential replacements for Michael Abend. The two top candidates are Doug Prentiss and Doug Landry. Sadwick will ask Prentiss first followed by Landry. 

f) Rail Volution
S. Sadwick presented material for the Rail Volution Local Host Committee. C. Kluchman volunteered to represent the Chapter. 
g) BRA Community Advisory Committee
The Board was pleased to see that the BRA has invited the Chapter to apply. P. Lowitt stated that he has been working on relationships with the BRA. S. Bender volunteered to represent the Chapter. 

h) National Conference Delegate- 
Sadwick provided copies of Lowitt’s remarks on the Climate Change policy that will be reviewed at the National Conference. Sadwick stated that we currently have 2 delegates, Jennie Raitt and Neil Angus. Lowitt volunteered to serve as the 3rd delegate and will present his comments on behalf of the Board. Those comments included green roofs being left out, missing economic development opportunities and ecoindustrial parks, efficient use and reuse and international models that include circular economies. 

MOTION- Tom Broadrick made a motion to accept the above referenced comments relative to the National APA’s Policy on Climate Change as the Mass. Chapters comments to be communicated to the Assembly at the National Conference; Chris Kluchman seconded; approved unanimously. 

3. Old Business-

a) Bylaw Recommendations- 

Sadwick went through the proposed changes of the Chapter’s bylaws and will distribute a clean copy of all the recommendations to the Board prior to the next meeting. 

 b) Website Project Assessment
S. Bender reported that Wentworth purchased a new server 3 months prior to their next fiscal year. This has allowed for the ability to send out communications quicker. Sadwick raised the issue of advertisers. Bender stated that when we went electronic there were some legacy content advertisements that carried over. Links to websites have been easy to accomplish, but the business card ads have been more difficult to address. Sadwick will work with Bender, Schwarz, Skelly and Prather on advertising concerns. 

As for content on the website and in the newsletter, the Board agreed that the President will have the authority to deny content that is deemed to be not in the interest of the Chapter. Anyone denied by the President for inappropriate content may appeal the decision of the President to the full Board of Directors.  
The Board was interested in adding the formerly produced “Land Use Manager” newsletters on the website. Don Schmidt from DHCD put this information out for planners. 

MOTION- Tom Broadrick made a motion to fund Wentworth students up to $250 to convert Land Use Manager newsletters into pdf documents so that they may be put on the Chapter’s website; seconded by Peter Lowitt; approved unanimously.
4. Reports

a) Legislative- Tony Fields reported on the Transportation Bond Bill which should be signed by the Governor soon. He was also monitoring progress on the Housing and the Environmental Bond bills. 

b) Financial- C. Kluchman reported that National’s new auditors have informed them that all components of APA must be reported to the IRS under their tax ID number. Therefore, APA National is looking to consolidate all chapter financial reporting to conform to their requirements. All Chapters are to report finances starting with Sept. 30, 2007. The method of accounting will shift for our chapter from a cash basis to an accrual basis. The Board has received a notice from the IRS that we were late in filing and it is anticipated that the Board’s accountant will address the matter. C. Kluchman also went over the Chapter’s financial reports with the Board. 

c) Professional Development- M. Rosseau reported that he is working with the PDOs from RI and CT for the SNE Planning Conference. He will be posting more information on line. He also mentioned that the CD-ROMs have been placed in the library system for loans. 

d) CPTC Report- S. Bender stated that Mike Pasquale wants to discuss the grant reporting requirements more in depth with Peter Lowitt. He would also like to do some brainstorming for additional services. 
5. Other Announcements- The Board agreed to allow the Advanced Transit Association to use the Chapter’s name on marketing material and will notify members of upcoming events.  
6. Next Meeting Date- May 16, 2008 place to be determined.  
Meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon.  

